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On April 22, government officials reported that the eruption of the Cerro Negro volcano on April
10-16 ruined over 6,500 ha. of arable land. Cerro Negro is located 115 km. northwest of Managua.
A total of 50,000 people lived and worked in the affected area. (See CAU 04/24/92 for coverage of
disaster.) A 10-km. radius area was covered with between 60 and 80 centimeters of volcanic ash
and particulate matter. Officials said the area may be transformed into a national park. About
4,500 agricultural workers who worked on the slopes of Cerro Negro are being relocated by the
government. The Agriculture and Livestock Ministry estimates that 2,400 ha. of cotton farmland
were rendered useless by the eruption. Other affected crop land is summarized as follows: sesame,
1,800 ha.; cassava, 1,240 ha.; sugarcane, 534 ha.; corn, 400 ha.; wheat, 270 ha.; sorghum, 195 ha.; and
beans, 30 ha. As of April 22, the government was distributing clothing, foodstuffs and medicines to
about 10,000 people. Foreign disaster aid had surpassed US$700,000. In the city of Leon, located 20
km. from the volcano, special brigades were involved in removing 1.2 million metric tons of sand
and ash from buildings and streets. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 04/22/92)
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